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RE: New Foster Care Legislation
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360-725-6505, peggy.carlson@k12.wa.us

PURPOSE/BACKGROUND

Substitute House Bill (SHB) 1955 clarifies language in the law and aligns services for students in
foster care. Starting June 9, students who are the “subject of a dependency proceeding,”
including students under the sole jurisdiction of tribal child welfare, qualify for foster care
services.

SHB 1955 amends the following RCWs:
e 28A.150.510 - Transmitting educational records to DCYF
e 28A.225.023 - Review of unexpected or excessive absences; support for youth's
schoolwork.
e 28A.225.330 - Immediate enrollment
e 28A.225.350 - Best interest determinations and transportation
e 28A.320.148 - District foster care liaison and building points of contact
e 28A.320.192 — On-time grade level progression and graduation
e 28B.117.020 — Definitions
e 74.13.550 — DCYF educational continuity
e 74.13.631 - DCYF School placement options
e 74.13.560 — DCYF Best Interest Determinations

“Subject of a shelter care or dependency order issued pursuant to chapter 13.34 RCW or an
equivalent order of a tribal court of a federally recognized tribe” means child welfare has
placement and care authority and there is an open child welfare case.


mailto:peggy.carlson@k12.wa.us
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1955-S.SL.pdf?q=20220516103026
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.150.510
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.225.023
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28a.225.330
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.225.350
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.320.148
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.320.192
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28B.117.020
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=74.13.550
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=74.13.631
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=74.13.560
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=13.34
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Foster Care Provisions
Foster care provisions include:
e School of origin rights
e Immediate enrollment
e Even when documents normally required are lacking
e Transportation to and from school of origin
e Even when placed outside of school or district boundaries
e Best interest determinations prior to changing school placement
e Free meals at school
e Support with on-time grade level progression and graduation
e Support with attendance

Which Students are Eligible for the Foster Care Provisions?
Students under the placement and care authority of child welfare, including tribal child welfare.
This includes students in:

e Foster homes

e Relative placements

e Group homes

e Emergency shelters

e Residential facilities

e Childcare institutions

e Pre-adoptive homes

e Trial return home placements

Students who are eligible for benefits under the federal foster care system:
e Unaccompanied Refugee Minors

How is this Different?

Prior to SHB 1955, state laws used varying language to describe students in foster care, which
inadvertently excluded certain students from service. Now the language is aligned and all
students under the placement and care authority of child welfare, and URM students, are
eligible for service.

Transportation

Prior to SHB 1955, the district where the student attends school was responsible for transporting
students in foster care to their school of origin, with the Department of Children, Youth, and
Families (DCYF) reimbursing districts for half of excess costs for students under their placement
and care authority.
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Starting on June 9, when a student in foster care attends school in one district but lives in
another, the two districts must share the responsibility and cost of transportation to
school of origin. DCYF will continue to reimburse districts for half of excess transportation costs
for students under their placement and care authority.

INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE

For questions regarding this bulletin, please contact Peggy Carlson, at 360-725-6505 or email
peggy.carlson@k12.wa.us. The OSPI TTY number is 360-664-3631.

This bulletin is also available on the Bulletins page of the OSPI website.

Michaela W. Miller, Ed.D., NBCT
Deputy Superintendent

Veronica Gallardo
Assistant Superintendent
Office of System and School Improvement

Liza Hartlyn
Director
Continuous Improvement and Student Support

CR:sc

OSPI provides equal access to all programs and services without discrimination based on sex, race, creed, religion, color,
national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression, gender
identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability. Questions and
complaints of alleged discrimination should be directed to the Equity and Civil Rights Director at 360-725-6162/TTY:
360-664-3631; or P.O. Box 47200, Olympia, WA 98504-7200; or equity@k12.wa.us.
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