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Considerations for  
K–12 World Language 
Education 

 

Social Emotional Support : 
World Languages promote student engagement and well-being.
• Languages are about communication. By participating in a World Language class,

student begin to
• Participating in World Language instruction, no matter the language, helps students

to build an emotional vocabulary in not only the target language, but also their
native language. Participating in SEL activities in the target language helps to build a
solid vocabulary around their health, feelings, and goals.

Relevance: 
World Languages are an essential part of a PreK–12 education. 
• Under Washington state law, World Language education is part of basic

education and a requirement for high school graduation.
• World languages are introduced early; Washington’s full-time kindergarten statute

requires “providing experiences in science, social studies, arts, health and physical
education, and a world language other than English.”

• World Language education is part of a well-rounded education in Federal law.

Integration of World Languages Standards: 
Plan for curriculum and instruction thoughtfully. 
• Emphasize the learning process over products (performances, exhibits, productions).
• Consider how multiple standards can be addressed with cross-content lesson

collaborations.
• World Language standards are already aligned with Common Core.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6hBhCxOtpxU&feature=youtu.be
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.150.220
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.150.220
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=180-51-068
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.150.315
https://www.ed.gov/ESSA
https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/resources/CCWRSbranded%20-%20CCSS%20and%20WRSLL%20Alignment%20-%20Aug%202016%20updated.pdf
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Instructional Practices: 
World Languages create a passion for learning. 
• Research supports that, in a globalized world, those who can communicate 

effectively in more than one language have a great advantage.  
• World Language instruction is suited to develop the whole child and build  

21st-Century Skills. 
• World Languages promote project-based learning, interdisciplinary studies, and 

opportunities for meaningful engagement with families and the community. 
 

Assessment: 
Monitor student growth and development regularly. 
• Key in on formative assessment and proficiency. 
• Develop student capacity for self-reflection. 
• The ACTFL “Can-Do” Statements are framed to encourage standards-based grading. 
• Seal of Biliteracy assessment is continuing to be conducted throughout the year. 
• Competency Credits are integral to Washington’s equity, diversity, and inclusion 

work. 
 

Special Considerations for World Languages: 
World Languages can be delivered safely and effectively. 
• World Language classes can be delivered safely virtually on a variety of platforms, 

including through video, over a landline, and with print material.  
• World Languages affects learners at all levels, from pre-kindergarten through 

postsecondary levels. 
• World Languages classes at the high school level support the continuation of Dual 

Language education.  
 

Resources: 
• American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) 
• Washington Association for Language Teaching (WAFLT) 
• Center for Advanced Research on Language Acquisition (CARLA) 
• Pacific Northwest Council for Languages (PNCFL) 

https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2011-20230-001
https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/publications/standards/World-ReadinessStandardsforLearningLanguages.pdf
https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/resources/21st%20Century%20Skills%20Map-World%20Languages.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZEwPb8zufg4
https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/tle/TLE_MarApr16_Article.pdf
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.300.575
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED601789.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/migrantbilingual/DL%20Update%20JAN2020.pdf
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/migrantbilingual/DL%20Update%20JAN2020.pdf
https://www.actfl.org/resources/teaching-and-learning-remotely
https://www.waflt.net/professional-development-workshops
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1K57zv7ZMmKk8CTXeIHCHyFlavTHqez89PTbiHe6jQ7U/edit
https://pncfl.wordpress.com/resources/
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