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Sonia Sotomayor: A Judge Grows in the Bronx 
La juez que creció en el Bronx 

FEPPP Library Resource | Recurso de la biblioteca de FEPPP 

Author: Jonah Winter, illus. by Melissa Sweet 

Book Summary: “Before Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor took 
her seat in our nation's highest court, she was just a little girl in the South 
Bronx. Justice Sotomayor didn't have a lot growing up, but she had what 
she needed -- her mother's love, a will to learn, and her own 
determination. With bravery she became the person she wanted to be. 
With hard work she succeeded. With little sunlight and only a modest 
plot from which to grow, Justice Sotomayor bloomed for the whole world 
to see.” 

Ages: 4-9 Lexile Rating: 840L 

Grades: PK-3 Length: 40 pages 

ISBN: 978-1-442-40303-1 

Bilingual Online Read-aloud: Jenna Reynolds (20:55) 

Lectura en voz alta: Mr. Alicea’s Arcade of Knowledge (12:10) 

Washington State Financial 
Education Standards 

Grades K – 2 Grades 3 – 5 

SS: Spending & Saving 
CD: Credit & Debt 
EI: Employment & Income 
I: Investing 
RM: Risk Management & Insurance 
FD: Financial Decision-Making 

EI: Explore job and career options 
EI: Compare sources of personal 

income and compensation 
FD: Make criterion-based financial 

decisions by systematically 
considering alternatives and 
consequences 

EI: Explore job and career options 
EI: Compare sources of personal 

income and compensation 
FD: Make criterion-based financial 

decisions by systematically 
considering alternatives and 
consequences 

Washington State K-12 SEL 
Standards & Benchmarks 

Self Social 

Self-Awareness: Benchmark 1A-C 
Self-Efficacy: Benchmark 3C 

Social Awareness: Benchmarks 4A-C 
Social Management: Benchmark 5B-C 
Social Engagement: Benchmarks 6A-C 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T6_Q9s7Iqu8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptTlKYn-U6g
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Resource: Reading Group Guide (select from drop down menu) 

Summary: Twelve text-dependent questions for post-reading discussion, as well as ideas for extension 
research and activities. 

Grade: 3-5 

Source: Simon & Schuster 

Permissions: Unless otherwise noted, information created by this U.S. Government website is in the 
public domain. 

Resource: A Judge Grows in the Bronx Discussion Questions 

Summary: Five text-dependent questions for post-reading discussion. 

Grade: K-5 

Source: The Rendell Center for Civics & Civic Engagement 

Permissions: Free online access and download. No registration required. 

Lesson: Yes, She Can: Justice Sonia Sotomayor 

Summary: (30 minutes) Students will demonstrate comprehension by identifying important facts about 
Sonia Sotomayor and writing about why Justice Sotomayor is unique. Lesson Plan (English) provides 
question guide. Bilingual Lesson Plan (English) describes modifications for emergent bilingual students. 
Student worksheets available in English and Spanish. 

Grade: 3 Additional Washington State Standards: 

Source: Intercultural Development Research 
Association/Southern Education Equity Network 

• 3rd Grade CCSS ELA: RL.3.1, RI.3.4, W.3.1.A 

Permissions: Free online access. No registration 
required. 
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https://www.simonandschuster.net/books/Sonia-Sotomayor/Jonah-Winter/9781442403031
https://www.simonandschuster.net/
https://rendellcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/A-Judge-Grows-in-the-Bronx-Read-ALoud-Lesson.pdf
https://rendellcenter.org/programs/read-aloud-lessons/
https://idraseen.org/hub-resources/say-her-name-justice-sonya-sotomayor/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QrU7gemTt7g7vwUE3AukbgAyE-PbMb6l/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/104LxTXyVoH256b-f6CzQY_EjxGFl0mbN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MCL2uMrZIh_ZQUC4vLrgKw-Cq5pI8s-r/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sCcY3ibg1aU7oX59sXbeH2bNadYwbXf4/view?usp=sharing
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Lesson: Lesson Plan: Justice Sonia Sotomayor 

Summary: Vocabulary, exploration, application, and conclusion activities. Students will watch a video of a 
question-and-answer session in which students were able to submit questions for Justice Sotomayor to 
answer. Students will fill in a graphic organizer about her life, and complete a book cover or quilt square 
activity. 

Grade: 5-8 

Source: C-SPAN Classroom 

Permissions: Free online access and download. No registration required. 

Resource: Educator Discussion Guide 

Summary: Key words, discussion questions, and three extension activity ideas. 

Grade: 3-5 

Source: Anti-Defamation League 

Permissions: Unless otherwise noted, information created by this U.S. Government website is in the 
public domain. 

Lesson: Nonfiction Author Studies: Jonah Winter 

Summary: Jonah Winter has written biographies about Roberto Clemente, Sonia Sotomayor, and 
Josephine Baker. This resource contains guidance and activities for comparing these individuals and the 
goals and obstacles they each faced. Students will write a newspaper article about one of these famous 
figures using an included graphic organizer. 

Grade: 1-3 Additional Washington State Standards: 

Source: Simon & Schuster • 1st Grade CCSS ELA: RL.1.4 
• 2nd Grade CCSS ELA: RL.2.4 

Permissions: Free online access and download. 
No registration required. 
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https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?17000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1MwqWupR00-R9qMRBnbcuAJL7G11zHW6B5L10xdLtvqE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1WD4dmNvp3QgIFwTUbAC_xf802i69P78l9yIc7YXQ35c/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1RhsvLN_XUtXgVh_AsAS-RVosgrZQzJyf8Pup0kQXFtU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FADNeQvCUTIRDyofwPxeUuCKz_fcp_l4qDIuuh9jiN8/edit#slide=id.p
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/
https://www.adl.org/sites/default/files/book-of-the-month-sonia-sotomayor.pdf
https://www.adl.org/sonia-sotomayor-judge-grows-bronx
https://d28hgpri8am2if.cloudfront.net/tagged_assets/1951547/jonah%20winter_nf%20author%20study.pdf
https://www.simonandschuster.net/
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License 

Except where otherwise noted, this resource copyright Financial Education Public Private Partnership, Washington 
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, is available under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 
4.0 International License. All logos, trademarks, and video are property of their respective owners. Sections used 
under fair use doctrine (17 U.S.C. § 107) are marked. 

This resource may contain links to websites operated by third parties. These links are provided for your convenience only 
and do not constitute or imply any endorsement or monitoring by FEPPP or OSPI. 
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https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/resources-subject-area/financial-education
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

	License

