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Standards Review Webinar

Welcome! 
Please rename yourself with your full name and 

district/organization.
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Standards Review Project
Open Office Hour

Kara Todd, project coordinator
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Tribal Land Acknowledgement

I would like to acknowledge the Indigenous people 
who have stewarded this land since time immemorial 
and who still inhabit the area today, the Steh-Chass 

Band of Indigenous people of the Squaxin Island Tribe. 
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Goals & Agenda for today

• Goals:
• To share information about the project
• To gather questions for FAQ on webpage

• Agenda:
• Overview of the project (30 minutes)
• Gather questions (20 minutes)
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Overview of Standards Review Project
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Vision All students prepared for post-secondary pathways, careers, and 
civic engagement.

Mission Transform K–12 education to a system that is centered on closing 
opportunity gaps and is characterized by high expectations for all 
students and educators. We achieve this by developing equity-
based policies and supports that empower educators, families, 
and communities.

Values • Ensuring Equity
• Collaboration and Service
• Achieving Excellence through Continuous Improvement
• Focus on the Whole Child
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Equity Statement Each student, family, and community possesses strengths and 
cultural knowledge that benefits their peers, educators, and 
schools.
Ensuring educational equity:
• Goes beyond equality; it requires education leaders to examine 

the ways current policies and practices result in disparate 
outcomes for our students of color, students living in poverty, 
students receiving special education and English Learner 
services, students who identify as LGBTQ+, and highly mobile 
student populations.

• Requires education leaders to develop an understanding of 
historical contexts; engage students, families, and community 
representatives as partners in decision-making; and actively 
dismantle systemic barriers, replacing them with policies and 
practices that ensure all students have access to the instruction 
and support they need to succeed in our schools.
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Strategic Goals
1) Increase student access to 
and participation in high-
quality early learning and 
elementary by amplifying 
and building on inclusive, 
asset-based policies and 
practices.

2) Provide all students with 
access to challenging 
coursework, culturally 
responsive and anti-racist 
curriculum, and pathways 
to graduation and beyond 
that meet their unique 
interests.
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Why this? Why now?
• OSPI is directed by the Legislature (RCW 28A.655.070) to:

(a) Periodically revise the state learning standards, as needed, based on the student 
learning goals in RCW 28A.150.210…

(b) Review and prioritize the state learning standards and identify, with clear and 
concise descriptions, the grade level content expectations to be assessed on the 
statewide student assessment and used for state or federal accountability purposes. 
The review, prioritization, and identification shall result in more focus and targeting 
with an emphasis on depth over breadth in the number of grade level content 
expectations assessed at each grade level.

• It has been 10–12 years since our ELA, math, and science 
standards have been revisited.
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Ensuring equity & Focus on the whole child 
• Centering the needs of students farthest from educational justice.
• Updated standards will include opportunities for:

• Cultural responsiveness
• Universal Design for Learning
• Language development
• Tribal and indigenous learning
• Social emotional learning
• Cross-content integration
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Internal Project Team
• ELA, math, science content experts from Elementary, Secondary, 

and Assessment divisions
• Bilingual
• Dual Language
• Multilingual Education
• Office of Native Education
• Social Emotional Learning
• Special Education 
• Tribal Language 
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External collaboration so far 
• Survey sent to all ELA, math, science teachers in the state (77,000)

• About 10,000 responded
• Surveyed district level curriculum leaders (320)

• About 100 responded, then 23 in focus groups
• Presentations at education conferences with focus on feedback 

from attendees
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External collaboration in the next year
• Meetings with business and industry leaders
• Presentations at education conferences
• Focus groups of teachers
• Drafts available for public review expected in summer 2024
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Content Area Specifics
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SCIENCE & BEYOND: CONTRIBUTORS
Kimberley Astle – Associate Director of Elementary Science & Content Integration

Johanna Brown – Associate Director of Secondary Science
Lori Henrickson – Climate Science Curriculum Integration Consultant

Jacob Parikh – Science Assessment Specialist
Korey Peterson – Science Assessment Specialist

Elizabeth Schmitz – Environment & Sustainability Program Supervisor| 10/10/2023 
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Priorities in Response to Educator Feedback

1. Keep fidelity to national science standards (NGSS) and 
their general organization so teachers can continue to 
access high quality instructional resources and to create 
minimal disruption to the state science assessment (WCAS 
and WA-AIM).

2. Increase usability of the science standards by further 
clarifying them and adding examples and other supports.

3. Improve educator capacity for standards implementation by 
providing example groupings of standards that support 
coherence, efficiency, and content integrated learning.
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Traditional NGSS Document

OSPI Clarified Document
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Restructured PE Example – 3rd Grade draft

Table purpose

Column purpose 

Link: 
Deeper 

unpacking

Section purpose

Clarification and 
examples

| 10/11/2023 |Standards Review Project 19



Restructured PE Example – 3rd Grade draft
Previous 

grade 
learning

Trajectory 
of 

learning
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Topic Grouping Example – 4th Grade Life Science
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Grouping Document

• Front Matter - Directs users to shifts in pedagogy and prepares 
them for use of the document. 

• Grouping Example - Demonstrates grouping possibilities. 
• Learning Example - Based on grouping example, demonstrates 

how the group of standards may play be implemented using 
best practice. Thoughtfully infuse pedagogical supports.

• Pedagogical Considerations -Explicitly call out pedagogical 
supports and provide users more information and resources. 
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Math
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Feedback
• Educator Survey

• Perception of too many 
standards

• Continued PL to support 
interconnectedness of math 
standards

• Feedback so far:
• Generally, very positive
• Clarifications were a 

revelation

| 10/10/2023 | 24Standards Review Project



Draft Sample

| 10/10/2023 | 25Standards Review Project



Connections

| 10/10/2023 | 26Standards Review Project



Data Science
• Next steps:

• Highlight connections to CCSSM
• Integrate GAISE II guidance

• Add numbering for data 
science standards

• Currently consulting:
• ASSM
• Data Science for All (national 

non-prof)
• RISC through U of Chicago (K-20 

data science lens)
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ELA
Heidi Aijala, Ph.D.
Associate Director of Secondary ELA

Carey Kirkwood
Associate Director of Elementary ELA

Lesley James 
Media Literacy and Digital Citizenship Program Supervisor

Maja Wilson, Ph.D.
ELA Assessment Specialist
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ELA Standards Review Considerations
• Leadership

• include media literacy & digital citizenship in the ELA standards

• Educators
• too many standards
• clarify reading/writing standards
• guidance on AI

• National Professional Organizations
• suggestions for enhancing/improving the standards
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Educator Survey: Priority Standards?
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Updated Washington 
ELA Standards
Components of the Standards 
Documents

1. Updated WA ELA Standards
2. 3 Dimensions (What? Why? How?)
3. Grade Level Considerations
4. Connections to OSPI Priorities and 

Initiatives
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How will the science of reading affect the standards?

• It will! We are exploring how.
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FAQ: What support will be available for educators to 
implement the updated WA ELA standards and the 
World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment 
(WIDA) English Language Development (ELD) 
standards together in their classrooms?
A: ELA and Multilingual Education are collaborating to 
create documents such as crosswalks, considerations for 
instructional strategies, and FAQs to support educators as 
they braid content and language development standards 
in their language arts classes.
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FAQ: Will districts need to adopt new curricula 
aligned to the updated WA ELA standards?

A: No. OSPI will release resources to help educators 
understand key concepts in the updated WA ELA 
standards, as well as suggest how these key concepts can 
be incorporated into existing curricula and how they 
might already show up in them. Specific resources and 
support will also be available that will support educators 
who work in dual language settings. Districts should 
continue to follow policies related to their local 
curriculum review and adoption process.
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The updated WA ELA Standards will…
• Prepare students for literacy in the 21st century
• Leverage teachers' knowledge and creativity
• Allow teachers to be responsive to their students
• Engage all students in developing and using literacy to navigate 

their present realities as well as their futures in postsecondary 
pathways and their personal lives
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Gathering Questions
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Thank you
• Webpage: https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/learning-

standards-instructional-materials/washington-state-learning-
standards-review 

• Email: standards.review@k12.wa.us 
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Connect with us!

youtube.com/waospi

facebook.com/waospi

twitter.com/waospi

medium.com/waospi

linkedin.com/company/waospi

k12.wa.us

instagram.com/waospi
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