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Foster Care Education in 
Washington State

Training for Building Points of Contact



Meet the Team

SAVANNA CAVALLETTO
Foster Care Program 

Specialist 

STACEY KLIM
Foster Care Program 

Supervisor 



Vision All students prepared for post-secondary pathways, careers, and 
civic engagement.

Mission Transform K–12 education to a system that is centered on closing 
opportunity gaps and is characterized by high expectations for all 
students and educators. We achieve this by developing equity-
based policies and supports that empower educators, families, 
and communities.

Values • Ensuring Equity
• Collaboration and Service
• Achieving Excellence through Continuous Improvement
• Focus on the Whole Child
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Equity Statement Each student, family, and community possesses strengths and 
cultural knowledge that benefits their peers, educators, and 
schools.
Ensuring educational equity:
• Goes beyond equality; it requires education leaders to examine 

the ways current policies and practices result in disparate 
outcomes for our students of color, students living in poverty, 
students receiving special education and English Learner 
services, students who identify as LGBTQ+, and highly mobile 
student populations.

• Requires education leaders to develop an understanding of 
historical contexts; engage students, families, and community 
representatives as partners in decision-making; and actively 
dismantle systemic barriers, replacing them with policies and 
practices that ensure all students have access to the instruction 
and support they need to succeed in our schools.
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Tribal Land Acknowledgement

I would like to acknowledge the Indigenous people 
who have stewarded this land since time immemorial 
and who still inhabit the area today, the Steh-Chass 

Band of Indigenous people of the Squaxin Island 
Tribe. 



FUN WITH POLLS!

How long have you been a 
Building Point of Contact?

How familiar are you with the 
responsibilities of a Building 
Point of Contact?



FEDERAL AND 
STATE LAW
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Which 
Students 

Qualify as 
Foster 
Care?

Students who are the “subject of a 
dependency proceeding”:

• Foster Home
• Residential Facility
• Relative
• Group Home
• Emergency Shelter
• Pre-adoptive Home
• Trial-return-home

*Including Tribal Child Welfare and 
Unaccompanied Refugee Minors
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Legislative Milestones for Educational Stability of Students in Foster Care 
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Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing 
Adoptions Act - 2008

Fostering Connections Act requires providing educational stability 
• State agencies are required to consider school issues (proximity to child’s current 

school, fit with educational setting, etc.) when making placement decisions.
• Officials must  keep children in their current school if it is in their best interests. 
• States can now claim partial federal reimbursement for the cost of transporting 

children to their original school.
• If a child has to change schools, the state must ensure immediate enrollment in a new 

school and transfer of the child’s records. 
• Unless medically incapable, every school-aged child receiving federal foster care, 

guardianship, or adoption payments must be enrolled full time in an elementary or 
secondary school or have completed secondary school.



Uninterrupted Scholars Act - 2013

• Educational agencies and institutions are permitted to disclose personally 
identifiable information (PII) from the education records of students in 
foster care placement, without parental consent, to an agency caseworker 
or other representative of a State or local child welfare agency (CWA) or 
tribal organization authorized to access a student’s case plan “when 
such agency or organization is legally responsible, in accordance with 
State or tribal law, for the care and protection of the student.”
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Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) - 2015



Every school district is 
required to designate a 
Foster Care Liaison.
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How do I find a Foster Care 
Liaison?

Visit the OSPI Foster Care 
Education Website

How do I find a Building 
Point of Contact?

https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/foster-care
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/foster-care


Foster Care 
Building 
Points of 
Contact – 
Washington 
State Law Each school is required to designate a foster care 

building point of contact who knows which students 
are in foster care and what rights those students have 
under the law. 
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Foster Care Liaison and Building Points of Contact
RCW 28A.320.148

• Responsible for coordinating services and resources for students in foster care.

Every school must have a building point of contact appointed by the principal and liaison. 

• Training building point of contact.
• Facilitating district compliance with state and federal laws related to students in out-of-home 

care.
• Collaborating with the Department of Children, Youth, and Families (DCYF) to address 

educational barriers.

Each school district must designate a foster care liaison responsible for:

• Providing best practices for choosing and training building points of contact to each school 
district. 

OSPI responsible for:

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.320.148


Students remain in school of origin unless there is a 
determination that it is NOT in their best interest.
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Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) - 2015



School of Origin
School in which child is enrolled at time of 
placement change

Child must remain in school of origin until 
a determination is made

Includes LEA preschool and designated feeder 
schools



Moving 
Students
&
Best Interest 
Determinations

• Best interest determination meetings should be made as quickly as 
possible in order to prevent educational discontinuity for the student

• The student must remain in his or her school of origin while a best 
interest determination is made

• Every effort should be made to gather meaningful input from relevant 
and appropriate persons

• Student-centered factors must be used to determine what is in a 
student's best interest

• Age
• Length of placement
• Special needs
• Timing in school year 
• Grade level
• Existing connection

Best Interest Determination Toolkit
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https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/foster-care/foster-care-resources-and-training


Students in foster care are entitled to immediate 
enrollment, even without documents normally required.
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Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) - 2015



Immediate 
Enrollment

Immediate enrollment means 
that a child should be 
enrolled in, and attending, a 
new school as soon as 
possible. 
• Appropriate classroom 

placement
• Transportation, if required

Enrollment must not be 
denied or delayed because 
documents normally 
required for enrollment have 
not been provided
• Including Medical Records 

such as immunization or 
medical conditions

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND
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http://speedchange.blogspot.com/2012_01_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Schools/OSPI must collaborate with Child Welfare 
Agencies.
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Collaboration with Child Welfare
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Best Interest Determinations

Transportation Arrangements

DCYF is responsible for paying any outstanding 
fees/fines

Students are enrolled in free lunch program

 Ensure that social workers receive:
• Report Cards
• Attendance Reports
• Invites to parent-teacher conferences, IEP 

meetings

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/fostercare/pubdocs/NEW%20DCYF%20Transporation%20Procedure.pdf
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Find your DCYF 
Regional Education 
Lead at:

Foster Care 
Liaisons/DCYF 
Contacts/School 
Contacts | OSPI 
(www.k12.wa.us)

https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/foster-care/foster-care-liaisonsdcyf-contactsschool-contacts
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/foster-care/foster-care-liaisonsdcyf-contactsschool-contacts
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/foster-care/foster-care-liaisonsdcyf-contactsschool-contacts
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/foster-care/foster-care-liaisonsdcyf-contactsschool-contacts
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/foster-care/foster-care-liaisonsdcyf-contactsschool-contacts


State Legislation
• RCW 28A.225.023 - Review of unexpected or 
excessive absences

• RCW 28A.225.350 - Best Interest Determinations

• RCW 28A.225.360 - Collaboration with DCYF

• RCW 28A.320.192 - On-time grade level 
progression and graduation

• RCW 28A.320.148 - Foster care liaison and 
building points of contact

• RCW 28A.150.510 – Records Transfer
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https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.225.023
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.225.350
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.225.360
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.320.192
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Why Is School So Important 
for Foster Care Students? 

• Research shows that every time a student changes 
schools, they lose between 4-6 months of academic 
progress.  They quickly fall behind their peers.
• A positive, stable school experience provides 
structure and nurtures an environment where students 
can learn and grow.
• With fewer school disruptions, youth:

• are provided with a familiar setting for learning
• remain connected to school peers and supports
• are more likely to access appropriate coursework 

and remain on a path to achieve college and 
career readiness

• have educators and school staff who know their 
strengths and where they may need a little extra 
help
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The Voice 
of Youth 

The Government Accountability Office (GAO) conducted discussion groups 
with youth currently or formerly in foster care in selected states. They 
identified the following challenges they faced when changing schools 
including:

• repeating classes because they were not in classes long enough to 
receive credit

• repeating grades or not graduating on time
• adapting to new teaching styles and class schedules
• leaving friends and having to make new ones
• losing relationships with teachers and staff

https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-19-616.pdf 

Educational Challenges for Students in Foster Care

https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-19-616.pdf


First Steps

Request a list of students in foster care in your building 
from your Foster Care Liaison

Obtain a copy of the DCYF School Notification Form 
from the Foster Care Liaison (an example of the form 
can be found here).

Check with nutrition services to make sure the student 
is receiving free meals (no application needed)

Fees and Fines – work with DCYF caseworker to have 
any outstanding fees and fines of the student paid

Connect with student and build relationship

Building 
Point

Of
Contact
Duties

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcyf.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fforms%2F09-093.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK


School 
Notification 

Form

School Notification | Washington State 
Department of Children, Youth, and 
Families

https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/node/1812
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/node/1812
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/node/1812


School 
Notification 

Form



Student Information System 
Recommendations

37

Family 1 – Foster 
parent/caregiver Family 2 – Caseworker

Family 3 – Bio family – 
Biological parents 
retain rights unless 

they’ve been restricted 
by the court 
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Foster Care Liaison Duties

Make sure every school 
has a Building Point of 

Contact and coordinate 
with them

Serve as the primary 
contact person for child 

welfare and case workers 

Attend training and 
professional 

development 
opportunities to improve 
district implementation 

efforts 

Facilitate the transfer of 
records and immediate 

enrollment

Facilitate data sharing 
with child welfare 

agencies, consistent with 
FERPA 

Develop and coordinate 
local transportation 

procedures 

Manage best-interest 
determinations and 
transportation cost 

disputes 

Ensure that children in 
foster care are enrolled 

in, and regularly 
attending school
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Problem Solving 

Contact Foster 
Care Liaison 
(FCL)

1
Contact Social 
Worker

2
Contact DCYF 
Regional 
Education Lead

3
Contact OSPI 

4



Why Building Points of Contact?

40

Students in foster care need extra support

Foster Care Liaisons focus on educational stability

Building Points of Contact focus on:
• Connection
• Confidentiality
• Immediate needs of students



What are other ways to help
 students in foster care?

41

Extra Curricular Activities – Band, sports, clubs

School Pictures

Post Secondary Applications

Be on their team! 



Advice from Former Foster Youth

42

“Less of a handout, more of a hand up.”

“Do what you say you will do.  If you don’t, we won’t ask for help again.” 

“Kids know what they need and know when they aren’t safe.”

“Listen to understand instead of listening to respond.”

* Excerpts from the May 2023 Passport Conference
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Make a referral here:

Treehouse - Make a Referral for 
Treehouse Services 
(treehouseforkids.org)

https://www.treehouseforkids.org/our-services/make-a-referral/
https://www.treehouseforkids.org/our-services/make-a-referral/
https://www.treehouseforkids.org/our-services/make-a-referral/


Website

OSPI (www.ospi.k12.wa.us)

Foster Care Office Hours
Liaisons & DCYF Contacts
State and Federal Requirements
Resources and Training

https://www.k12.wa.us/


https://youtu.be/oZc2UEPqQiA


Stacey Klim
Foster Care Program Supervisor
Stacey.klim@k12.wa.us
564-999-1939 (Cell)

Savanna Cavalletto
Foster Care Program Specialist
savanna.cavalletto@k12.wa.us
564-669-1467 (Cell)

Graphic by Prawny
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